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Presidential QRM 

By Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 

The Contra Costa County Fair runs from June 2 to June 5, 2005. The MDARC trailer 
will be on display to demonstrate amateur radio. Volunteers are needed to man the 
trailer over the four day period. I volunteered last year and it was a lot of fun. Please 
contact me at (925) 628-0768 if you can spare some time. 

This month we held the annual auction with the help of the chairman 
John Schulze, KR6CR. Thanks again John for a great job, we all enjoyed 
the event and it raised $468.00 for the club, thanks to you. 

Dick Fletcher’s wife Nancy passed away on April 28 we all want to 
give Dick our deepest sympathy at his loss. Dick please remember that 
we are all here for you and call if there is anything we can do to help. 

We had two events this month with the March Of Dimes walk and 
the MS Society Top Hat Classic. The weather was perfect and the 
people at the events really appreciated our help. One of the SAG ve- 
hicles at the March Of Dimes walk was involved in an accident and Eoin 
O’Donoghue, KK6Q, is in pain from the accident. We all hope he feels 
better real soon. 

Our speaker this month is Rich Holoch, KY6R, on Wire Antennas and DX- 
ing. We still need two speakers this year, so contact Joe Cusumano, KF6RGH, 
if you know someone with an interesting subject. 

Field Day is getting close and crews are being formed to man the radios. Con- 
tact Keith Lattin if you are interested in participating. We are applying for a permit 
for the Mount Diablo lower summit parking lot. We hope to hear real soon that the 
permit has been approved. 

The Dayton Hamfest is this month. If you are not going, you’re missing a great 
event. 

Have a great month, best regards, Trevor. 


US House Resolution Calls on FCC to Evaluate BPL 


NEWINGTON, CT, Apr 28, 2005—Rep Michael Ross, WD5DVR, of Arkansas, has in- 
troduced a resolution in the US House of Representatives calling on the FCC to “con- 
duct a full and complete analysis” of radio interference from broadband over power 
line (BPL). The resolution, H. Res 230, says the Commission should comprehensively 
evaluate BPL’s interference potential incorporating “extensive public review and com- 
ment,” and—in light of that analysis—to “reconsider and review” its new BPL rules. 
If approved by the full House, the non-binding resolution, introduced April 21, would 
express the requests as “the sense of the House of Representatives.” The FCC ad- 
opted rules to govern so-called Access BPL last October 14 in ET Docket 04-37. 

“We are grateful to Congressman Ross and his staff for taking a leadership position 
in recognizing that the BPL interference issue deserves more careful consideration 
than the FCC was willing to give it under former Chairman Powell,” said ARRL CEO 
David Sumner, K1ZZ. The resolution has been referred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, on which Ross serves. 

The resolution’s prime focus is on BPL’s potential to disrupt critical public safety 
radiocommunication. It cites National Telecommunications and Information Adminis- 
tration (NTIA) studies that “have determined that broadband over power line creates 
a ‘high risk’ of radio wave interference, and that harmful interference to public safety 
mobile radio receivers can be expected at distances of 75 meters from the power line 
where broadband over power line is in operation, and at distances of up to 460 meters 
from fixed stations, such as VHF police or fire dispatch communications facilities.” 

The resolution notes that the same NTIA study determined that BPL interference 
to aeronautical and airline travel communications “could be expected at distances 
up to 40 kilometers from the center of the broadband over power line system, and 
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The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Ama- 
teur Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish 
all material submitted by the membership provided such material is 
in good taste, relevant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC 
members, and space is available. 

All material must be submitted to the editor by the first day of 
the month of publication. Material is accepted on a first-in, first- 
out basis. Articles and other material may be submitted via Internet 
email to carrier@gardnerclan.net or delivered to the editor at the 
address listed in the club roster. Material will be accepted in plain 
ASCII or rich text format (RTF). Material may also be submitted 
as hardcopy. 

All material published in the Carrier may be reproduced for non- 
commercial use provided such use credits both the MDARC Carrier 
and the author of the article. Copyrighted material without accom- 
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General Meeting Minutes 
April 15, 2005 


A very short business meeting was opened during a break in the Annual 
Auction. A motion was M/S/P to purchase a new amplifier for the 2 meter 
machine at a cost of $1400. 

Trevor announced that Field Day will not be held in Martinez, and plans are 
uncertain. We are trying to acquire a permit to Mt. Diablo for Field Day. 

John Pascale, NN6E, announced Races Training at the Consolidated Fire 
Training College on Treat for Saturday April 16. 

The iPod raffle was won by Howard Burk, KE6PTT. Thanks to all the 
people that participated. 

The business meeting was closed and the auction continued. 

Submitted by Dick, KT6X, Acting Secretary 


Board Meeting Minutes 
May 2, 2005 
President Trevor Hall, WA6JAU, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Board Members present: Pres. Trevor Hall, WA6JAU, V. P. Joe Cusumano 
KF6RGH, Secretary Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Treasurer Dick Schulze, AA6DL, 
Emergency Coordinator Dana Jones, K6BRR, and Members Dick Brown, 
KT6X, Bob Green, K6GD. 

Other club members and guests: Past President Terry Matzkin, KE6WRE, 
Membership Chairman Pete Slagle, K6XL (7:20), Chief Technician Keith 
Lattin, N6PMF, Asst. Field Day Chairman Trevor Raty, KG6MDW, Dave 
Gordon, N6SWE. 

The minutes of the Dec. 6 meeting were approved by consensus. 

Treasurer Dick Schulze reported a balance of $44,235.10, total of all ac- 
counts. He noted the auction brought in $486. The Club is approximately 
on budget. 

President Trevor Hall noted the Club has 279 total members, with 225 
paid. The insurance coverage applies to all members. 

Keith reported the cost for a storage locker was $444/yr. The Board ap- 
proved $524 for that cost plus the purchase of shelving to put in it. 

The Board approved the printing of the Club directory, at a cost of up to 
$400, which would yield about 130 copies in a 11”x17” format. 

It was agreed that VP Joe would mail the current Carrier. 

Keith reported that Field Day arrangements were still pending, although 
Band Captains were in place for 4 bands. 

The Board authorized Pres. Trevor to purchase radio equipment at the 
Dayton Hamvention for use as prizes, within previous budget authorization. 

In response to a question, Keith noted the 2m amp. has not been received 
yet. 

President Trevor asked the Board to consider the MDARC patch design be- 
fore an order was placed. The Board approved the purchase of 200 patches 
with the new design, pending an appropriate price. 

Dana delivered the completed MDARC business cards to Pres. Trevor for 
use at Dayton, etc. 

Pres. Trevor and Keith agreed that access to the trailer is necessary when 
the main contact is absent; Keith noted that the problem was under control. 

Sect’y Paul and Treasurer Dick noted that the audit committee had complet- 
ed its audit of the books, and a report would be written by Eoin O’Donoghue, 
KK6Q, Chairman of the Committee. (see below.) 

VP Joe received suggestions for additional speakers and ideas at meet- 
ings. 

PP Terry advised the Board that Eoin had been injured at the March of 
Dimes public event. 

President Trevor Hall adjourned the meeting at 7:56 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Secretary. 
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US House Resolution 
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that interference to outer marker beacons for airline instrument 
landing systems could be expected at great distances as well.” 

Many public safety agencies and support services, including 
emergency medical services, fire, and law enforcement, utilize 
Low-Band VHF (30-50 MHz), the resolution points out. Thir- 
teen states—California, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, West Virginia and Wyoming—use the band 
for state police operations, while it’s the primary public safety 
radio band in nine states. 

The resolution further notes that the Association of Public 
Safety Communications Officials Inc (APCO), and the National 
Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC), urged the 
FCC to withhold final action in the BPL proceeding for at least 
a year, pending a “conclusive determination” of BPL’s poten- 
tial to interfere with public safety and other licensed radio sys- 
tems operating below 80 MHz. APCO and NPSTC jointly filed 
comments in the BPL proceeding, and the APCO Region 21 
Frequency Advisory Committee filed separate comments. 

The resolution also sites comments that the FCC has strug- 
gled for years to resolve widespread harmful interference to 
the radiocommunications of first responders on 800 MHz and 

“should not have proceeded with introduction of a technology 
which appears to have substantial potential to cause destructive 
interference to police, fire, emergency medical services, and 
other public safety radio systems” without first conducting a 
comprehensive evaluation. 

ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, has urged ARRL mem- 
bers to contact their US representatives to support the resolu- 
tion when it reaches the floor of the House. A sample letter is 
available on the ARRL Web site, although members are en- 
couraged to express their support in their own words. If you’re 
not sure who represents your congressional district, visit the 
United States House of Representatives Web site. 

To expedite delivery, send all correspondence bound for 
Members of Congress—preferably as an attachment—to 
hres230@arrl.org or fax it to 703-684-7594. The ARRL will 
bundle correspondence addressed to each Member of Con- 
gress for hand delivery. 


HAMSAT is now VO-52 


NEWINGTON, CT, May 11, 2005—The latest Amateur Radio 
satellite now has an OSCAR designation. Acting at the request 
of AMSAT-India’s Nagesh Upadhayaya, VU2NUD, AMSAT- 
NA’s Bill Tynan, W3XO, has announced that HAMSAT (or 
VUsat) is VUsat-52 or VO-52 for short. “Congratulation on 
the successful launch of HAMSAT,” Tynan told VU2NUD. “I 
know that you and a number of VU amateurs have worked 
hard to make this happen. I am sure that the international 
amateur community is grateful to all the amateurs in India who 
labored on this project.” VO-52 is India’s first Amateur Radio 
satellite. Its transponders were turned on shortly after its May 
5 launch, and AMSAT-India Secretary “Pop” Kumar, VU2POP, 
has invited the global amateur community to use the satellite 
and e-mail any comments. Ground controllers have activated 
one of the two linear transponders aboard VO-52, which oper- 
ates in Mode U/V, with a 435.25 MHz uplink and a 145.90 
MHz downlink. AMSAT-India says VO-52 has been monitored 
by radio amateurs around the world, and it has already received 
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a few reports from users and listeners. Conferring an OSCAR 
designation is not a requirement for an Amateur Radio satellite 
to be recognized and used in the Amateur Service, but it is a 
tradition that has continued since the launch of OSCAR 1 in 
December of 1961. There’s more information on HAMSAT 
VO-52 on the AMSAT-India Web site. 


Public Service Events 
Participating in radio communications for Public Service events 
is a thrilling experience for many different reasons. Some of 
these are: 
e The magic of radio transmissions 
e The camaraderie of being on a radio team 
e The chance to do something meaningful for a good cause 
e The fun and satisfaction of using your radio equipment and 
opportunity to learn its various capabilities in real-life situ- 
ations 
¢ The beautiful places and settings that you get to enjoy. 


The upcoming events known at this time for 2005 are as 
follows: 
1. Escape from Alcatraz 
San Francisco Waterfront and Bay 
June 12th, 2005 


2. Alcatraz Challenge 
San Francisco Waterfront and Bay 
June 26th 2005 


To sign-up for events call Pete Harris (925)-228-4503 or 
email Pete at |pharris125@comcast.nei] or come to Radio Com- 


munication Events table at MDARC Meetings 


Gerritsen Bond Set at $250,000 in 
Radio Jamming Case 


NEWINGTON, CT, May 6, 2005—Now off the air and in 
federal custody, reputed Los Angeles-area repeater jammer 
and former Amateur Radio licensee Jack Gerritsen will have to 
put up $250,000 in cash or property to gain his release while 
awaiting further court action. Acting on a criminal complaint, 
FBI special agents, accompanied by personnel from the FCC 
Los Angeles Field Office, arrested the 68-year-old Gerritsen 
without incident early May 5 at his home in Bell, California. 
Federal agents also seized Gerritsen’s radio equipment. 

“A criminal complaint filed Wednesday afternoon charges 
Gerritsen with a felony charge of malicious interference with 
a communications system operated by the United States and 
a misdemeanor count of transmitting radio signals without a 
license,” said a May 5 statement from the office of Debra W. 
Yang, US Attorney for the Central District of California. “The 
two charges carry a potential penalty of 11 years in federal 
prison.” A criminal complaint contains allegations that a defen- 
dant has committed a crime. 

Assuming that Gerritsen is able to make bail, a spokesman 
in the US Attorney’s office said it would be several days be- 
fore the necessary paperwork is ready. Once released on bond, 
Gerritsen would be subject to home detention and barred from 
possessing any radio equipment, the spokesman said, adding 
that Gerritsen’s residence would remain subject to search to 
make sure. 

Unless Gerritsen is indicted before hand, a preliminary hear- 
ing in the case is set for May 25, with arraignment to follow 
on May 31. 
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RACES Training Schedule May-June 2005 


Subject 
CCCFD Training Center, Pleasant il 


County Fairgrounds, Antioch County Fair-Amateur Radio Demos* 


Field Day" 


* Open events for Hams & Non-Hams - please show your support! 


Be sure to verify the time and place of training on the countywide RACES net on the Thursday evening prior to the event. The countywide net 
airs at 7:20 PM on 147.735 Central County, 145.410 South County and 145.490 West County. 


The criminal complaint said an FCC investigation revealed 
that Gerritsen “often transmits his prerecorded political mes- 
sages and real-time harassment and profanity for hours at a 
time, often making it impossible for licensed radio operators to 
use the public frequencies.” 

Gerritsen already faces a total of $52,000 in FCC-imposed 
or proposed forfeitures for alleged interference. In March, 
the FCC denied a Petition for Reconsideration and upheld a 
$10,000 fine against Gerritsen for interfering with Amateur 
Radio communications. Gerritsen has yet to pay the forfeiture. 

An FBI affidavit sworn out this week in advance of obtaining 
a search warrant of Gerritsen’s residence indicates that FCC 
agents have been investigating multiple instances of unlawful 
radio transmissions and malicious interference attributed to 
Gerritsen over the past four years. FCC agents on a regular ba- 
sis have been monitoring radio transmissions said to be coming 
from Gerritsen. They’ve also spoken with him in person and 
asked to inspect his station, although earlier FCC documents 
say he refused that request. 

In addition to Amateur Radio repeater communications, Ger- 
ritsen is alleged to have interfered with Military Affiliate Radio 
System (MARS) transmissions. The FCC also reported that it 
has received complaints from other government agencies that 
Gerritsen interfered with local and state police and fire agen- 
cies, the American Red Cross, the US Coast Guard Auxiliary 
and other radio services. A MARS training exercise in March 
had to be canceled as a result of interference attributed to Ger- 
ritsen. 

Earlier this week, Gerritsen, who briefly held the call sign 
KG6IRO as a Technician licensee and still uses it on the air, 
was taken into custody by Bell, California, police officers on an 
unrelated contempt of court citation after violating the terms of 
a temporary restraining order (TRO) a local radio amateur had 
obtained to keep Gerritsen off a local repeater. He was released 
without bond after being held for a few hours and was reported 
back on area repeaters not long afterward. 

Radio amateurs on the West Coast have been complaining 
for months about the slow pace of enforcement action in the 
Gerritsen case. Los Angeles-area repeater owners have taken 
to shutting down their machines to avoid the nearly constant 
barrage of malicious interference attributed to Gerritsen. 

Five years ago, Gerritsen was convicted in state court of in- 
terfering with police radio transmissions and sentenced to 38 
months in prison. Following his release in July 2003, the FCC 
soon began receiving complaints about Gerritsen’s activity on 
the airwaves, according to this week’s criminal complaint. 

Yang’s office said the FBI “received substantial assistance” 
from the FCC in the case. 


Ramblings from the Editor 
By Jerry Gardner, W6UV 


Thanks to all who helped out at the MS Top Hat ride on April 
30". I rode the 75 mile route and stopped to chat with several 
of the MDARC operators at the checkpoints. 

As always, I’m looking for articles to publish in the Carrier. 
Anything will do, so get busy and start cranking out material for 
me. I expect at least 3-4 articles a month from a club this size. 

The BPL saga continues. The ARRL has been lucky late- 
ly, but as soon as BPL becomes economically viable, we will 
start seeing more and more successful BPL implementations, 
and these will be difficult to stop. Market forces will ultimately 
decide who wins and who loses this battle, and the datacom 
market is orders of magnitude bigger than the amateur radio 
market. Keep that in mind. 


NEW DUAL BAND 2M/440 


2 M gain 6.6 dBd (8.5 dBi) 

440 gain 7dBd (9.0 dBi) 

20+ dB front to back ratio 

24 inch boom length 

Super fast assembly, no instructions needed, 
screw color coded elements on to color coded 
boom 

e 2bands-one connector, great for satellite 
contacts, no duplexer needed, no duplexer cost 


$74.95 call or fax (925) 933-3242 


Now available at all HRO stores 


W6CX ATV Net 


General ATV Net 


ANAHEIM, CA 
(Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 


Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 

2416 W. Victory BI., 91506 
(818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 

Eric, KA6IHT, Mgr. 

Victory Blvd. at Buena Vista 
1 mi. west I-5 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 


1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KM6K, Mar. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102 
94085 

(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 
Howard, KE6PWH, Mor. 
So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


NEW CASTLE, DE 
(Near Philadelphia) 

1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 

dim, KA3LLL, Mgr. 

RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 
newcastle@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
97223 

(503) 598-0555 

(800) 854-6046 
Leon, N7IXX, Mor. 
Tigard-99W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. Iliff Ave. #9, 80231 
(303) 745-7373 

(800) 444-9476 

Joe, KD@GA, Mgr. 

John, N5EHP, Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.com 


PHOENIX, AZ 

1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
(602) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 

Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. 

1 mi. east of I-17 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 

6071 Buford Hwy., 30340 
(770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

Mark, KJ4VO, Mgr. 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 
atlanta@hamradio.com 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 
(Near Washington D.C.) 

14803 Build America Dr. 22191 
(703) 643-1063 

(800) 444-4799 

Steve, N4SR, Mar. 

Exit 161, I-95, So. to US 1 
woodbridge@hamradio.com 


SALEM, NH 
(Near Boston) 
224 N. Broadway, 03079 
(603) 898-3750 

800) 444-0047 

huck, N1UC, Mgr. 
sales@hamradio.com 
Exit 1, 1-93; 
28 mi. No. of Boston 
salem@hamradio.com 


Thursday 8:00pm 
Net Control: KG6MDW 
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NETS 


Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
Thursday, 7:00pm 
Central County 145.680 Simplex 

Jim Brunk, N6BHX 
146.535 Simplex 

Drew Hanson, KD6GLY 
146.355/+ (100 PL) 

Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 
145.110/- 

Steve Adams, KF6WNH 


East County 
South County 


West County 


12 sToO 


TS-2000 hevHr/UHF TCVR 


* 100W HF, 6M, 2M *50W 70CM 

* 10W 1.2 GHz w/optional UT-20 module 

° IF Stage DSP_ * Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
* Backlit Front Key Panel 


Low Intro Price! 


TH-D7A(G)_ 2.40 


* 2M/440 Dual Band 

* Built-in 1200/9600 Baud TNC 
* APRS Compatible 

+ DX Packet Cluster Monitor 

+ 200 Mems., CTCSS 

* VC-H1 Messaging Control 


Low Pricing! 


TM-D700A 2/440 Dualband 


* 50w VHF 35w UHF » Opt. Voice Synthesizer 

* Receives 118-1300 mHz (cell blocked) 

* Remote Head Inst. only (kit included) 

+200 Memories * Built In 1200/9600 baud TNC 
+ Advanced APRS Features 

+ Dx Packet Cluster 

* Tone Scan * GPS/VC-H1/PC Ports 


FREE SHIPPING 


UPS - Most Items Over $100 


hail 


Rapid Deliveries From 
The Store Nearest To You! 


RE BUYI : 


ING POWER [| 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mor. 


1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102 
94085 

(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 
Howard, KE6PWH, Mor. 


So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


DJ-196T 2wut 


° 5 Watt out 

* 40 memories 

¢ Alphanumeric display 
* CTCSS + DCS built in 
°“S” meter 

+ Auto Dialer 


Low Pricing! 


IC-7OGMKUG sre transceiver 


* All mode HF/6M/2M/70CM 

* 100W HF/6M, 50W/2M, 20W/440 MHz 

* AF-DSP « Plug and Play Filters - No Soldering 
+ Easy-to-Navigate menues 


Low Pricing! 


IC-756 PRO IL ail mode Transceiver 


* 160-6M @ 100W «Enhanced Rx performance 


* 32 bit IF DSP * SSB/CW Synchronous tuning 
* Enhanced 5 inch color TFT w/spectrum scope 
* Selectable IF filter shapes for SSB & CW 

* Multiple DSP controlled AGC loops 

+ Advanced CW functions 

* 101 alphanumeric memories 


DR-135TP_ 2m mobile 


© 50 Watt out * Alpha numeric display 

* 100 mems + Built-in TNC 1200 & 9600 Baud 
* Front Panel GPS in * Rear DB-9 port 

* CTCSS/DCS Encode/Decode built in 


The Ultimate Radio! Low Pricing! 


VX-7R 


50/2M/220/440 HT 
* Wideband RX 
+900 Memories 


° SW TX (300mw 220Mhz) 

* Li-lon Battery 

* Fully Submersible to 3 ft. 

* Built-in CTCSS/DCS 

¢ Internet WIRES compatible 


Great Price! 


FT-100D vF/6m/2w/7ocm Trans. 


* Compact Transceiver w/detachable 
front panel 

* Rx 100kHz to 970mHz (cell blocked) 

* Tx 100W 160-6M, 50w 2M, 20W 70CM 

* Built-in DSP, Vox, CW keyer 

* 300 Memories 


Low Pricing! 


FT-1000MP_MKV i trans. 


* Enhanced Digital Signal Processing 
* Dual RX 

Collins SSB filter built-in 

* 200W, External power supply 


Low Pricing! 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


May 2 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting Carl’s Jr. 
2280 Oakgrove, Walnut Creek 


May 20 7:30 pm MDARC General Meeting Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
May 31 dune Carrier Deadline 
June 6 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting Carl’s Jr. 


2280 Oakgrove, Walnut Creek 


June 25-26 Field Day Location TBD 
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